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Women In Combat

Book, Music, & Lyrics by Trish Causey
Arrangement by Trish Causey

Copyright 2008-2016 by Trish Causey. All Rights Reserved.

From HERSTORY, a musical for children,
highlighting women who affected world events but not always the history books.

The Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) was a unique group of women who served the war effort during 
World Ward II. The women were recruited by the military to fly missions to deliver food and medical supplies to
our male troops overseas. Men were too valuable to lose on such dangerous missions, so they decided they would
give women a try.

The women paid for their training and were considered civilians since the military did not allow women to enlist
as soldiers. Between 1942 and 1944, the WASP flew 75 million miles in 78 different types of aircraft. When a 
WASP died, her body was brought back in a pine box and unceremoniously delivered to her family, who had to 
pay for the funeral. The WASP were also denied burial in Arlington, the cemetery for American veterans.

Because these pilot women were not considered combat participants, they were not considered veterans. This 
meant they did not have access to VA facilities for medical needs, and they did not receive any benefits until 1977.

A few of these incredible female pilots are still alive. Without these brave women flying in supplies from the air,
the men would not have been able to fight and survive on the ground.
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